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Be Ready
(Be on your Guard)



Those Things

Mark 13:14



14“But when you see the abomination of 
desolation standing where he ought not to be (let 
the reader understand), then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains.  15Let the one who is 
on the housetop not go down, nor enter his 
house, to take anything out, 16and let the one who 
is in the field not turn back to take his cloak.  
17And alas for women who are pregnant and for 
those who are nursing infants in those days!  
18Pray that it may not happen in winter. 



And he shall make a strong covenant with many 
for one week, and for half of the week he shall 
put an end to sacrifice and offering.  And on the 
wing of abominations shall come one who 
desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on 
the desolator.  
Daniel 9:27



Forces from him shall appear and profane the 
temple and fortress, and shall take away the 
regular burnt offering.  And they shall set up the 
abomination that makes desolate.  
Daniel 11:31



Forces from him shall appear and profane the 
temple and fortress, and shall take away the 
regular burnt offering.  And they shall set up the 
abomination that makes desolate.  
Daniel 11:31

And from the time that the regular burnt offering 
is taken away and the abomination that makes 
desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days.
Daniel 12:11
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14“But when you see the abomination of 
desolation standing where he ought not to be (let 
the reader understand), then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains.  15Let the one who is 
on the housetop not go down, nor enter his 
house, to take anything out, 16and let the one who 
is in the field not turn back to take his cloak.  
17And alas for women who are pregnant and for 
those who are nursing infants in those days!  
18Pray that it may not happen in winter. 



19For in those days there will be such tribulation 
as has not been from the beginning of the 
creation that God created until now, and never 
will be.  20And if the Lord had not cut short the 
days, no human being would be saved.  But 
for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he 
shortened the days.  21And then if anyone says to 
you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he 
is!’ do not believe it.  22For false christs and false 
prophets will arise and perform signs and 
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect.  
23But be on guard; I have told you all things 
beforehand.



So all hope of escaping was now cut off from the 
Jews, together with their liberty of going out of the 
city.  Then did the famine widen its progress, and 
devoured the people by whole houses and families; 
the upper rooms were full of women and children 
that were dying by famine, and the lanes of the city 
were full of the dead bodies of the aged; the 
children also and the young men wandered about 
the market-place like shadows, all swelled with the 
famine, and fell down dead, wheresoever their 
misery seized them.  …



As for burying them, those that were sick 
themselves were not able to do it; and those that 
were hearty and well were deterred from doing it 
by the great multitude of those dead bodies, and 
by the uncertainty there was how soon they should 
die themselves; for many died as they were burying 
others, and many went to their coffins before that 
fatal hour was come.  …



Nor was there any lamentations made under these 
calamities, nor were heard any mournful 
complaints; but the famine confounded all natural 
passions; for those who were just going to die 
looked upon those that were gone to rest before 
them with dry eyes and open mouths.  A deep 
silence also, and a kind of deadly night, had seized 
upon the city.  

Josephus The Wars of the Jews Book 5, chapter 12, 
section 3



19For in those days there will be such tribulation 
as has not been from the beginning of the 
creation that God created until now, and never 
will be.  20And if the Lord had not cut short the 
days, no human being would be saved.  But 
for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he 
shortened the days.  21And then if anyone says to 
you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he 
is!’ do not believe it.  22For false christs and false 
prophets will arise and perform signs and 
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect.  
23But be on guard; I have told you all things 
beforehand.



During this time of reflection:

How can you better be on 
your guard?



24“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory.  27And then he 
will send out the angels and gather his elect 
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven.


