Hebrews 12:3-14

Corrie Ten Boom:
"Barracks 8 was in the quarantine compound. Next to us--perhaps as a deliberate warning to newcomers--were
located the punishment barracks. From there, all day long and often into the night, came the sounds of hell
itself. They were not the sounds of anger, or of any human emotion, but of a cruelty altogether detached: blows
landing in regular rhythm, screams keeping pace. We would stand in our ten-deep ranks with our hands
trembling at our sides, longing to jam them against our ears, to make the sounds stop.
"It grew harder and harder. Even within these four walls there was too much misery, too much seemingly
pointless suffering. Every day something else failed to make sense, something else grew too heavy."

Main Truth:
God’s children are to find strength in
Him to endure the hardships they face.

Hebrews 12:3-11
3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And
have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”
7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them.
Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits land live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as
it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it.
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Galatians 3:26-29
[I]n Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to
promise.

Hebrews 12:3-11
3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And
have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”
7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them.
Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits land live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as
it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it.

Proverbs 22:6
6 Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:15
15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,
but the rod of discipline drives it far from him.
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Philippians 1:6
I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
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What is your response to the hardships you may
be facing?

Corrie Ten Boom:
"The fleas! This was too much. 'Betsie, there's no way even God can make me grateful for a flea.'
"'"Give thanks in all circumstances,"' she quoted. 'It doesn't say, "in pleasant circumstances." Fleas are part of
this place where God has put us.'
"And so we stood between tiers of bunks and gave thanks for fleas. But this time I was sure Betsie was wrong."

During this time of reflection, please consider the
following question:

What is your response to the hardships you may
be facing?

